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21st May 2009
James Summerfield supports National Autistic Society with album and tour
Birmingham singer-songwriter, James Summerfield, is supporting the National Autistic Society (NAS) by donating £1 from his latest album ‘Count To 10 & Start Again’ and collecting money for the charity at all of the gigs on his upcoming tour as he supports Scott Matthews.
The tour will take him from his home town of Birmingham to Nottingham, Oxford, Cardiff, Manchester, Bristol, Dublin, Glasgow, London, Leeds and Wolverhampton.

James said: “Autism is a cause very close to my heart as I have worked with children and adults with autism in the past. I hope that people will dig deep at the gigs and donate as much money as possible to the NAS as I know they work hard to support people with autism all over the country.”

NAS Head of Fundraising, Steve Cheshire, said: “We are really greatly to James for his generosity in supporting us in this way. Autism is a serious, lifelong and disabling condition that affects around 1 in 100 people. As a charity, we are dependent on donations and fundraising to continue to provide services and support to as many people as we can.”

For more information on James’ album and tour, please see www.jamessummerfieldmusic.com. For more information on autism, please see www.autism.org.uk.
James Summerfield’s (and Scott Matthews’) tour dates.

19 May 2009 
20:00 Glee Club, Birmingham
21 May 2009 
20:00 Rescue Rooms, Nottingham
23 May 2009 
20:00 Academy, Oxford 
24 May 2009 
20:00 Glee Club, Cardiff 
25 May 2009 
20:00 The Ruby, Manchester 
26 May 2009 
20:00 The Fleece, Bristol
28 May 2009 
20:00 Whelans, Dublin 
29 May 2009 
20:00 Academy, Liverpool
30 May 2009 
20:00 Oran Mor, Glasgow
31 May 2009 
20:00 Brudenell Social Club, Leeds
3 Jun 2009 

20:00 Bloomsbury Theatre, That London
5 Jun 2009 

20:00 Newhampton Arts Centre, Wolverhampton
6 Jun 2009 

20:00 Newhampton Arts Centre, Wolverhampton
ENDS
Please contact Kimi Gill on 0115 847 3528 or 07946 590614 or email kimi.gill@nas.org.uk for:
· more information, interviews, photos

Notes to editors:
· Autism is a lifelong developmental disability that affects how a person communicates with, and relates to, other people. It also affects how they make sense of the world around them. It is a spectrum condition, which means that, while all people with autism share certain difficulties, their condition will affect them in different ways. Some people with autism are able to live relatively independent lives but others may have accompanying learning disabilities and need a lifetime of specialist support. People with autism may also experience over- or under-sensitivity to sounds, touch, tastes, smells, light or colours. 
· Asperger syndrome is a form of autism. People with Asperger syndrome are often of average or above average intelligence. They have fewer problems with speech but may still have difficulties with understanding and processing language.

        
The National Autistic Society is the UK's leading charity for people with autistic spectrum disorders and their families.  Founded in 1962, it continues to spearhead national and international initiatives and provide a strong voice for all people with autism. The NAS provides a wide range of services to help people with autism and Asperger syndrome live their lives with as much independence as possible.
The NAS relies on the support of its members and donors to continue its vital work for people with autism. To become a member, make a donation or to find out more about the work of the NAS, visit the NAS website www.autism.org.uk or call the NAS donation line 08702 33 40 40, (national rates apply).
For more information about autism and for help in your area, call the NAS Autism Helpline on: 0845 070 4004 10am-4pm, Monday to Friday, (local rates apply).
The NAS Autism Services Directory is the UK’s most comprehensive directory of services and events for people with autism. Visit www.autism.org.uk/autismdirectory to find autism services and support networks in your area.

Autism is a serious, lifelong and disabling condition. Without the right support it can have a profound, sometimes devastating, effect on individuals and families.
 Help us to raise awareness and understanding. 
 think differently about autism
 

Join the campaign: www.think-differently.org.uk
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